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which is required in those who would relate Scripture to the secular
world.
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ConTiNuiNG theirsplendid series of ritles on Christian exploration

of, and dialogue with, religions other than the Christian, Orbis

Books’ latest offering is a superb in-depth study of one man’s (the

author’s) on-going conversations with Buddhist monks and nuns

begun on avisitto Thailand in 1989. Unlike so many well meaning
attempts at dialogue with religions other than one’s own, the
author makes no attempt to play down the differences that divide
the Christian and the Buddhist conceptions of human nature and
human destiny. However, Fr Lefebure’s overall thesis is thac
differences, honestly acknowledged, need not blind one to the
profound similarities of outlook and aspiration that ultimately
unite both Buddhist and Catholic Christian when confronted by
modern materialism and hedonism, nor to what each may learn
from dialogue with each other. Those Christians who are, with
reason, suspicious of much superficial Christian dialogue with
religions other than the Christian should read this book — if only
to deepen their appreciation of the unexplored depths inherent
in their own religion.

James A, THROWER (University of Aberdeer:)

God — The World'’s Future. Systemnatic Theology for a Postmodern Era. By TED
PETERS. Minneapolis, Fortress Press, 1992. Pp. xiv+ 384. No price.

TeEp Peters presents an ecumenical systematic theology using
Pannenberg’s key idea of proleptic eschatology to engage with the
postmodern mind. This is an ambitious and wide ranging book
which only partly succeeds. One chief failing is his restricuive defini-
tion of the postmodern era. Postmodernism is characterised in terms
of holism, new age, feminist and liberationist movements. He states:
‘The cardinal doctrine of postmodernity is that the whole is greater
than the sum of the parts’ (p. 15). Derrida, Deluze, Foucault and
many other European postmodernists would not agree and Peters
casually dismisses Derrida in a foowtnote (along with Mark C. Taylor),
never again mentioning this alternative ‘postmodern world’ (p. 18).
Kristeva or Spivak never appear in the rank of feminists that consti-
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